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After three different concert programs between 2007 and 2010 celebrating the 30th anniversary of the group, Flairck returns in 2011 with a new conceptual representation called THE BATTLE. 

The group performs a dramatic battle which is fought simultaneously between two lovers and two armies, reflecting the universal themes of ‘love and strife’. 

THE BATTLE takes place over a twenty-four hour' offensive', every few minutes of the show representing one hour of this day, which is governed by a sundial. 

We see the preparations prior to the battle, the nightly escapades, the first look over the battlefield at dawn, fear and hope, the first skirmishes, the actual battle and a strange truce (the intermission). Then the course and end of the fight and finally the nightly ceremony of burning floats. 

Almost fifty, often strange musical instruments operate as an instrumental artillery amid shadowy fragments of text and projections across the misty battlefield. Five multi-instrumentalists, aided by visual techniques, participate in THE BATTLE.

Music
P. Ortiz, E. Visser, J. Goossens, M. Pirskanen, M. Preda

Lyrics


 Sergio J. Monreal, Erik Visser, Pablo Ortiz

Stage


Doef Beernink (DD)

Lightdesign 

Tom Visser (NDT) 

Sounddesign

Richard Misscheijer (MPS)

Musicians

Jeroen Goossens (wind instruments)




Pablo Ortiz (guitars, bass guitar)




Erik Visser (guitars, voice)




Mirella Pirskanen (violin, viola, voice)




Marius Preda (cimbalom, accordeon)
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For an impression of Flairck look on Youtube: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFDKOlq_aFw
Photos: Dieter Waelkens
Production: Flairck bv

A Short History of Flairck
The Netherlands has long experienced a variety of musical influences as befits a country of its cultural diversity. Flairck, formed by Erik Visser in 1978, has tapped into this confluence of musical inspirations, bringing with it its own originality. Like its music the name of the band is an original composition, coming from the English work ‘flair’ and the Dutch ‘vlerk’ which means a nimble fingered hand or wing, reflecting the instrumental speed and clarity of the music.

Flairck started as an instrumental group, playing acoustic instruments and composing the majority of its own material. In essence the music is a form of chamber music, classically influenced new ‘traditional’ music with touches of jazz and blues. However such a definition does little to convey the impact of Flairck’s performances, which draw on a variety of influences. The number of instruments the group has collected on its many tours has grown steadily over the years and quite a few of these instruments are used in Flairck’s theatrical stage settings. 

Flairck has worked with several well known artist and symphony orchestras, touring in Europe and beyond, including Indonesia, Japan, Australia, and North and South America.  The group toured France with Georges Moustaki and recorded an album with producer Mike Batt and singer Maggie Reilly (“Sleight of Hand”, EMI)

After two years of preparation Flairck released its first album in 1978. The album “Variations on a Lady” went platinum in the Netherlands and received three major awards including an Edison, which is the Netherlands highest recording award. The second album “The Lady’s Back”, released in 1979, went gold and received several distinctions including another Edison. Over the years Flairck has released 17 cd’s / albums. The third album “Live in Amsterdam” was released in 1980, “Circus” in 1981, “Flairck and Orchestra” in 1982, “Moustaki and Flairck” also in 1982, “Bal Masquè” was recorded in 1984, “Sleight of Hand” in 1985, “Encore” in 1986 and “The Emigrant” in 1988. In February 1989 Flairck received the Golden Harp, Holland’s highest music award.

“Alive”, a live double CD, was released in 1990. “The Parade” (1992) was based on the paintings of the Dutch mediaeval painter Hieronymus Bosch and the CD “Chambers” (1994) on the work of the Belgian surrealist Rene Margritte. In 1995 the CD “The Chilean Concerts” was recorded and released in South America. “The Golden Age” (1996) was set in the 17th century and based on the true story of a Dutch sailing vessel. In 1997 the group spent three months in Chile composing and recording music for the photographer Roberto Edwards’ project “Cuerpos Pintados”. In 1998 the tour “Lijf” celebrated the 20th anniversary of Flairck. In 1999 the “Symphony for the Old World” incorporated 9 musicians, including 4 soloists from the four corners of Europe.  The cd and video “Symphony for the Old World” were released in the year 2000. 

 “Circus Hieronymus Bosch” , a cooperation with acrobatics theatre Corpus and based on the paintings of the Dutch mediaeval painter Hieronymus Bosch, premiered on 8th August, 2001, in ‘s Hertogenbosch, followed by more than 80 concerts in Holland and Belgium. “Circus Hieronymus Bosch” was recorded for a DVD production, which was released in september 2002.

Because of the succes of this unusual circus show the cooperation between Flairck and Corpus continued the following year, resulting in the opera “Lucia the Moucheron”, which premiered on september 21st 2002 in Middelburg, Zeeland.

In the years 2003 and 2004 Flairck stopped touring for the first time in its (by then) 25 year old history. Erik Visser decided to take the time to settle some old scores: together with editor Piet Zweers he prepared the final partitura’s of “Symphony for the Od World”, “Circus Hieronymus Bosch” and “Lucia de Moucheron”. Flairck published these music books on the website.

In 2004 Erik Visser prepared, recorded and released his first solo CD “One Man Parade”. He also published a guitar book called “Thirteen Guitar Solos” containing the written music of most of the tracks on the solo CD.

From oktober 2004 untill medio 2006 Erik Visser performed a solo tour called “One Man Parade” which will travelled through Holland (with guests Herman van Pouderoyen, Dorine Wiersma and Tamara Rumiantsev), Poland (with Ania Faber and her band), Mexico (with La Mueca and Pablo Ortiz), New Zealand and Ireland (with Mary Coughlan) and Belgium (with Wigbert van Lierde).

In the beginning of 2006 Erik Visser, in cooperation with impresario Ruud de Graaf, established plans for a Flairck Reunion tour of the Netherlands and Belgium. Rehearsals during the second half of 2006 were followed by a 65 date tour from January until May 2007, with Peter Weekers (flutes), Judy Schomper (violin), Hans Visser (bassguitar and guitar), Annet Visser (flutes, harp and percussion) and Erik Visser (guitars)

Prior to this tour, in january 2006, Flairck released the CD oeuvre box “Twenty Two” containing all Flaircks audio recordings, 22 cd’s in total.

During the second half of 2007 Flairck, in a renewed line up, prepared the first show”( Steam Engine Waltz”) of the 4th decennium for the band. Erik Visser designed, together with street organ builders T. Decap (Herenthals, Belgium) and T. Heesbeen from the Dutch Bookorgan Centre (HiIvarenbeek, Holland) an enormous, airpressure operated organ. 

This orchestrion, containing 200 wooden pipes featured as a 5th musician in the 2008-2009 ‘Steam Engine Waltz’ tour (100 concerts in Holland, Belgium, Germany and Chile). Besides Erik Visser Flairck engaged three new members: the Mexican guitarist Pablo Ortiz, the American violinist Elaina Cook and Dutch wind player Jeroen Goossens (who had joined Flairck earlier from 1996 till 1999).

During this period another plan developed, initiated by gipsy violinis (and old friend) Tucsi Basily and Erik Visser. A plan for a unique cooperation: a ‘symphonic-gipsy-orchestra’, with gipsy musicians from the Basily family, acoustic instrumentalists from Flairck and guest musicians from all over the world. This orchestra, featuring a large amount of strange instruments and their players (from all over Europe, North and South America, Indonesia) first performed in 2009 in some well known festivals in Holland, i.e. the International Gipsy Festival and the Boulevard Festival. 

The first Dutch theatre tour of ‘Global Orchestra’ took place in the spring of 2010 and will be prolonged in the fall of 2011, together with the release of a live DVD of ‘Global Orchestra’.

In the free months of 2010 Pablo Ortiz and Erik Visser developed and wrote a new Flairck theatre production called ‘The Battle’.

In the beginning of  2011 Ortiz and Visser, together with flautist Jeroen Goossens, Roumanian cembalist Marius Preda and Finnish violinist and vocalist Mirella Pirskanen, embarked on yet another Flairck tour ‘The Battle’, featuring new instrumental and vocal music and large projections of original paintings depicting the battle of ‘male blue’ and ‘female red’.

In the fall of 2011 Flairck will travel to Tokyo for Japanese concerts and afterwards will join the ‘Global Orchestra’ once again for a Dutch tour. In the spring of 2012 the band s scheduled to play a reprise of ‘The Battle’.    

February 2011 

Erik Visser.

Started guitar lessons when he was seven, in the local village pub, using his father’s old Gibson jazz guitar. A year later he switched to the classical guitar and joined the mandoline orchestra Estrelita conducted by his teacher Benny Ludemann. He formed his first rock band ‘Sloove’ in the sixties.
He left school in 1970 and studied architecture at the University of Delft. During this period he started a band called Golliwogg. 

Between 1977 and 1982 Erik studied composition with Wim Witteman of the Conservatory of Utrecht.

In 1978 he formed the group Flairck with his brother Hans, flautist Peter Weekers and violinist Judy Schomper. The group quickly became successful and Erik, who moved to Ireland, has been on the road since.
In 1985 Erik Visser wrote and produced the album “Tired and Emotional” (platinum 1986) for the Irish singer Mary Coughlan, who became successful  internationally. He worked with her on seven further albums, the eighth cd ‘House of Ill Repute’ being released in 2008. 

He produced several large Dutch music theatre productions, i.e. ‘Circus Hieronymusch Bosch’ (2000-2001) and ‘Lucia de Moucheron’ (2002-2003). 

In 2003 Erik Visser recorded his first and only solo (guitar) album, “One Man Parade”. From 2004 until 2006 he travelled alone and played solo concerts in Holland, Belgium, Mexico and Poland.

In this period he founded the Austerlitz Guitaracademy, where he teaches guitar.

In 2006 he was a guest lecturer of music-theatre at the Royal Conservatory of Utrecht.

Over the years he has been involved as a guitarist, composer and producer with at least 50 album and dvd productions. He worked with George Moustaki, Mike Batt, Herman van Veen, Gavin Friday, the Basily gipsy orchestra and many others. He wrote over 150 musical compositions, including several full concerts.  

His music has been used for ballet productions (i.e. the Dutch company Introdans and the Idaho Dance Theatre from the USA) and for five short movies by Dutch filmmaker Thies Poeth,  

Flairck has remained the most important initiative in Erik’s career and he has always been the musical director of the group, which has played over 2500 concerts and released 22 albums and several video and DVD  productions.

Between 2007 and 2010 Erik reunited the founder members of Flairck for a 60 date tour called ‘Reunion’, travelled with a number of young musicians in a concert production called ‘Steam Engine Waltz (60 concerts, Holland, Belgium, Chile) and formed together with Flairck, the Basily Gipsy Orchestra, Marius Preda and Luluk Purwanto the ‘Global Orchestra’, which toured Holland in 2010.

In 2010 Erik Visser joined as a guitarist ‘Marius Preda’s Unknown Allstars’ and coproduced the groups first CD ‘Budala Hop’ .

In the spring of 2011 a new Flairck show called ‘The Battle’ will tour Holland and Japan, in the autumn the ‘Global Orchestra’ will travel again and in the winter of the same year ‘Marius Preda’s Unknown Allstars’ will undertake their first tour.   

Erik Visser now lives in Austerlitz, Holland, with Arianne den Oudsten and their young daughter Decibel. 

Jeroen Goossens

Jeroen Goossens started playing the recorder at 10 years of age and within a year he was the youngest flautist of the brassband ‘Constantia” in Ulvenhout, his home town in the south of Holland.

At 21 he became the conductor and arranger for a youth choir and started his studies at the Conservatory of Tilburg, Holland, with Raymond Delnoye as his flute teacher.

During his studies he joined the flute quartet ‘Volente’ and specialised in modern classical music.

In 1994 he joined a Wil Offermans masterclass and participated in his Flute Workshop Ensemble.

In 1996 he joined Flairck and performed with the group at his final exam, which was classified by the board as a ‘strange and uninterpretable”, nevertheless he passed with good marks.

Over the years Jeroen has developed a less than healthy interest in collecting windinstruments; his house in Breda is filled with ethnic flutes and windpipes from all over the world. His collection features several silverflutes, piccolo, altoflutes, bassflutes, bassoon, contrabassoon, oboe, clarinet, recorder, panpipes, bambooflutes, quena, sampoña, tinwhistles, traverso, didgeridoos, tuned milkbottles and many other windpipes.

From 1996 until 2000 he worked with Flairck on three theatre productions: “The Golden Age” (1996), “Lijf” (1998) and “Symphony for the old World” (1999).

From 2000 until 2006 Jeroen was a member of the Dutch folkrockgroup “Pater Moeskroen” and played numerous theatre-concerts and festivals in Holland and Belgium.

As a bassoon player Jeroen is a founder-member of the windquintet ‘Zephyr” and involved with several harmony-orchestras in the south of Holland. 

Because of his extensive wind instrument collection Jeroen is in demand as a studio musician, he has played on several CDs with the group “3Js” and the sympho-rock-project “Ayreon” by Arjen A. Lucassen.

Jeroen works as a teacher at the music school in Breda, organises didgeridoo workshops and leads a “silver flute ensemble”. 
Marius Preda

Marius Preda (1977) comes from a musical family. At four years of age he was given a cymbal by his grandmother, and as result became fascinated by the sound of this instrument. On his fourteenth birthday Marius was admitted to the Rumanian George Enescu High School. At about the same time he performed in different orchestras, including gipsy orchestras, throughout Rumania. Two years later, 1993, Marius was invited to the Netherlands to play with different Rumanian ensembles. Here he also made his first contact with jazz music.
In 1995 Marius began to study the vibraphone at the jazz department of the Royal Conservatory in The Haque, where he graduated with distinction and created a CD on witch for the first time the cymbal is played as a jazz instrument. In October 1998 he recorded his first CD, and in the 1999-2000 season he played together with the Dutch group Flairck and later as a soloist with the Rosenberg Trio.
Pablo Ortiz

Pablo Ortiz was born in the winter of 1977 in Morelia, Mexico. As a baby his first cradle was his father’s guitar case. At eight, his father gave him his first guitar lessons.  Pablo spent much of his childhood on tour, rehearsal or in concerts.

In 1987, age 10, Pablo became a member of the music-theater group “La Mueca” where he started his career in music, working as guitarist, actor and composer for almost ten years. During this period he was involved in recording albums and over ten music-theater productions. He traveled all over Mexico and joined “La Mueca” for international tours to Cuba in 1991 and to France, Germany, Czech Republic and Spain in 1994. 

In the autumn of 1996 he moved to the Czech Republic and became a student at the “Prague Conservatory” for six years. While in Prague he continued his third level studies in classical guitar with professor Václav Kučera and in composition with professor Otomar Kvěch. To them Pablo owes an important part of his musical education. During this period he combined his studies with professional activities as a guitarist and composer, collaborating with different bands and performing at clubs and theatres in Prague and abroad (including tours to Mexico in 1998 and 2000 with his band “Ad Libitum”).

In 2002 Pablo moved to Seville, Spain. In 2006 he graduated and achieved a Masters degree in composition from the “Superior Conservatory Manuel Castillo”. In 2005 Pablo spent the summer in the Netherlands working with Erik Visser composing and arranging the music for the Mexican tour of “La Procesión”, a music-theater show performed by Erik, La Mueca and Pablo.  

“La Procesión” played in some of the most prestigious theaters in Mexico in September 2005

In 2006 Pablo moved to Belgium (where it rains all the time), and following further collaboration with Erik, he became a member of the new Flairck line up in the winter of 2007.
Mirella Pirskanen

Violinist and singer Mirella Pirskanen was born in 1973 in Finland. 

Mirella started playing the violin at the age of four and singing lessons at the age of 15. 

She lived in Sweden for 10 years and studied violin, classical and jazz singing at the conservatory of Malmö. She graduated from the conservatory in June 1998. 

Mirella has developed her own musical style and is now a musician who sings and plays the violin, often simultaneously. She composes and arranges her own material, which is inspired by Finnish and Scandinavian traditional music, also containing elements of contemporary classical music, pop music and improvisational music.

In 1999 she moved to Amsterdam and was invited to play a leading part (as the ‘soloist from the North’) in the Flairck production ‘Symphony for the Old World’.

From 2001 until 2003 she joined the band of Holiday on Ice: ‘In Concert’, touring the U.K, Germany, the Netherlands, Greece, Belgium and Denmark from 2003 until 2006 she was a (founding) member of the Dutch acrobatic dance theater Bencha Theater, co-composing and performing the music for the performances 'Katoembar' (2004) and 'Flying Object' (2005), playing the violin while hanging in the air and while performing acrobatics. In 2006, 2007 and 2008 she joined the seven men band of the Cirque du Soleil show ‘Dralion’, touring Europe and Japan for 26 months, playing over 800 shows. She recently re-joined Flairck and also performs with her solo production called ‘VioVoce’.    Mirella lives in Amsterdam.
www.mirellapirskanen.com
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	date
	start
	city
	theatre
	telephone

	thursday
3-2-2011
	20:00
	LOCHEM
	Schouwburg Lochem
	0573-251081

	friday
4-2-2011
	20:00
	EIBERGEN
	Theater  't Spieker
	0545-471911

	saturday
5-2-2011
	20:15
	CUIJK
	Schouwburg Cuijk
	0485-315107

	wednesday
9-2-2011
	20:00
	NIJMEGEN
	Stadsschouwburg Nijmegen
	024-3221100

	thursday
10-2-2011
	20:15
	OOSTERHOUT
	Theater De Bussel
	0162-428600

	saturday
12-2-2011
	20:30
	SOMEREN
	SCC De Ruchte
	0493-441144

	sunday
13-2-2011
	20:15
	PAPENDRECHT
	Theater De Willem
	078-6158226

	thursday
17-2-2011
	20:30
	MAASSLUIS
	Koningshof
	010-5917822

	friday
18-2-2011
	20:15
	MEPPEL
	Schouwburg Ogterop
	0522-254242

	saturday
19 -2-2011
	20:30
	BRIELLE
	BREStheater
	0181-413308

	wednesday
23-2-2011
	20:15
	WAGENINGEN
	Theater Junushoff
	0317-465500

	friday
25-2-2011
	20:15
	LEOPOLDSBURG
	Cultureel Centrum Leopoldsburg
	0032-11346548

	saturday
26-2-2011
	20:15
	OSS
	Theater De Lievekamp
	0412-648922

	sunday
27-2-2011
	20:15
	AMSTERDAM
	DeLaMar Theater
	0900-3352627

	friday
4-3-2011
	20:30
	ALPHEN A/D RIJN
	Theater Castellum
	0172-429292

	wednesday
9-3-2011
	20:00
	GOUDA
	De Goudse Schouwburg
	0182-513750

	thursday
10-3-2011
	20:15
	RIJSWIJK
	De Rijswijkse Schouwburg
	070-3360336

	friday
11-3-2011
	20:15
	BAARN
	Theater de Speeldoos
	035-5418050

	saturday
12-3-2011
	20:00
	HAAKSBERGEN
	TEHA Theater De Kappen
	053-5730250

	thursday
17-3-2011
	20:15
	HOOGEVEEN
	Theater De Tamboer
	0528-280180

	friday
18-3-2011
	20:00
	RIJSSEN
	Parkgebouw Rijssen
	0548-544975

	saturday
19-3-2011
	20:15
	RAALTE
	Hoftheater
	0572-352406

	thursday
24-3-2011
	20:15
	EMMEN
	Theater De Muzeval
	0591-617000

	friday
25-3-2011
	20:15
	OOSTBURG
	Ledeltheater
	0117-452735

	thursday
31-3-2011
	20:30
	BREDA
	Chassé Theater
	076-5303132

	friday
1-4-2011
	20:15
	HELMOND
	Theater 't Speelhuis
	0492-587000

	saturday
2 -4-2011
	20:15
	AUSTERLITZ
	Beauforthuis
	0343-493227

	sunday
3-4-2011
	17:30
	AUSTERLITZ
	Beauforthuis
	0343-493227


